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Award-winning author Emily Pohl-Weary publishes

 A Girl Like Sugar
“Emily Pohl-Weary…is an unconventional and modern-day hero to many young female writers.” — Halifax Herald/Young People’s Press

A Girl Like Sugar, a sexy and spirited first novel by author Emily Pohl-Weary, kicks off a fall season of Toronto writers from McGilligan Books. Coming off the success of her anthology, Girls Who Bite Back, Pohl-Weary describes her novel as “written in response to the apathetic slacker girls found in much contemporary literature.” 

After Sugar’s rock star boyfriend dies, she spends sleepless nights in her basement apartment, talking to his ghost and watching Parker Posey movies. With her New Age mother and her blue-haired best friend hounding her to get a job, Sugar digs herself out and connects with an eclectic cast of urban counter-culture heroes. Camcorder in hand, she stands up to her demons—real and imagined—and shakes the awful-sweet boy she loved. 

Pohl-Weary cites influences as diverse as the slackers in Douglas Coupland’s Shampoo Planet, the magical teens in Francesca Lia Block’s Dangerous Angels, and the underage voyeurs in Michael Turner’s The Pornographer’s Poem.  

Emily Pohl-Weary co-wrote the 2003 Hugo Award-winning Better to Have Loved: The Life of Judith Merril. Merril, the “little mother of science fiction,” was Pohl-Weary’s grandmother, and a well-known fixture on the Toronto writing scene for decades. Better to Have Loved was also a finalist for the Toronto Book Award.

Pohl-Weary followed that success by editing the well-received anthology Girls Who Bite Back: Witches, Mutants, Slayers and Freaks, released earlier this year. She is the co-founder and editor of the art and lit magazine Kiss Machine: A Conga Line of Culture and a former editor of Broken Pencil magazine. 

To obtain a press copy or more information about A Girl Like Sugar, contact Ann Decter or Zoe Whittall, McGilligan Books, mcgilliganbooks@sympatico.ca, 416-538-0945. 

For more information about Emily Pohl-Weary visit http://emily.openflows.org. 

PRAISE FOR A GIRL LIKE SUGAR 
“Deadpan prose that draws on a messy bedroom of cultural references. Crisp, intelligent and alert, like an episode of Buffy the Vampire Slayer directed by John Waters.”


— Michael Turner (Hardcore Logo, The Pornographer’s Poem)

“Sugar is the charming and infectious creation of a savvy observer and disturber of popular culture.”


— Camilla Gibb (The Petty Details of So-and-so’s Life)

PRAISE FOR EMILY POHL-WEARY

 “The 20-something slackers in Pohl-Weary’s [short story] “Dangerous Places” are so real you’d swear they’re the roommates you’ve yawned groggily at over breakfast in a student hovel.” 


— NOW magazine

“One of the hardest-working women in the Canadian lit underground.” 


— Montreal Hour
PRAISE FOR POHL-WEARY’S PREVIOUS BOOKS

Girls Who Bite Back: Witches, Mutants, Slayers and Freaks (anthology) “is like a disco ball, breaking down the popular image of the female superhero into glittering shards and reflecting it back through a fractured lens. Pohl-Weary has used her powers for good.” 





— NOW magazine 

“Most of the contributors are young women. It’s the myth of the superhero they are turning to. The image of a young, powerful woman who can carry both a sword and a lipstick—and apologizes for neither.”
—Globe and Mail
“Way more Bikini Kill than Ani Difranco, and in all the right ways.” 


— New City Chicago

Better to Have Loved: The Life of Judith Merril, Hugo Award-winning biography:

Assembled from scraps, fragments, previously published essays, and polished manuscripts by Judith Merril’s grandaughter, Emily Pohl-Weary, has done a superhuman job and deserves immense credit. 

— Asimov’s Science Fiction
“All praise to hardworking, self-taught astronomer Emily Pohl-Weary, who has helped her grandmother become immortal; an honour Judith Merril earned, a punishment she deserved, and a final joke on her that she would have loved.” 

· Globe and Mail









